[bookmark: _Toc141885949][bookmark: _Toc142039581]Education Workforce Council Investigating Committee and Fitness to Practise Committee membership

Consultation response form 	

Your name:	David Browne

Organisation (if applicable): Education Workforce Council

[bookmark: _Hlk148010207]email/telephone number: david.browne@ewc.wales 029 20460 099

[bookmark: _Hlk148010227]Your address: 9th Floor, Eastgate House, 35-43 Newport Road, Cardiff, CF24 0AB	


Responses should be returned by 1 December 2023 to:

Legislation and Governance Branch
The Education Directorate
Welsh Government
Cathays Park
Cardiff 
CF10 3NQ

or completed electronically and sent to: 

email: ewcconsultation.wg47830@gov.wales
 



Question 1 – Do you agree with the proposal to amend the requirements for the Committees?

	Agree
	
	Disagree
	☐ 
	Neither agree nor disagree
	☐ 



Supporting comments

	The EWC thanks the Welsh Government for this consultation, which is in response to difficulties that the EWC has raised with the Welsh Government about its ability to source Fitness to Practise panels, both to date and also as a consequence of the expansion of categories of registration in May 2023 and April 2024.

The EWC wishes to particularly highlight the Welsh Government’s proposal in its separate consultation document issued on 26th September 2023 (New Registration Categories for the Education Workforce Council 2024)), where it seeks to create a new category of registration for Principals and Senior leaders in FE institutions. Under the current legislative requirements, the EWC would in all likelihood be unable to establish an Investigating Committee nor a Fitness to Practise panel to consider a case regarding such a person. 





Question 2 – Do you agree with our assessment of the impacts of the proposal?

	Agree
	
	Disagree
	☐ 
	Neither agree nor disagree
	☐ 



Supporting comments

	The assessment set out in the consultation document is accurate. 




Question 3 – Do you agree with the proposals for miscellaneous amendments to the 2015 Regulations?

	Agree
	
	Disagree
	☐ 
	Neither agree nor disagree
	☐ 



Supporting comments

	The EWC supports the proposed amendments.




Question 4 – What, in your opinion, would be the likely effects of the amendment to the Committees on the Welsh language? We are particularly interested in any likely effects on opportunities to use the Welsh language and on not treating the Welsh language less favourably than English.

Do you think that there are opportunities to promote any positive effects?
Do you think that there are opportunities to mitigate any adverse effects?

Supporting comments

	The effect will be a positive one, since as set out in the consultation document, the EWC’s difficulties in forming Fitness to Practice panels are exacerbated when proceedings take place in the Welsh language.




Question 5 – In your opinion, could the proposed amendments be formulated or changed so as to:

have positive effects or more positive effects on using the Welsh language and on not treating the Welsh language less favourably than English; or 
mitigate any negative effects on using the Welsh language and on not treating the Welsh language less favourably than English?

Supporting comments

	As question 4.




Question 6 – We have asked a number of specific questions. If you have any related issues which we have not specifically addressed, please use this space to report them:

We wish to thank the Welsh Government for the positive and helpful discussions we have had on this matter and for the pragmatic proposals in this consultation.








	Responses to consultations are likely to be made public, on the internet or in a report. If you would prefer your response to remain anonymous, please tick here:
	☐
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