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Question 1 – Do you agree that there should be an additional national professional learning INSET day during the 2022 to 2023, 2023 to 2024 and 2024 to 2025 academic years, to enable the education profession to have more time to engage with professional learning while changes to the education system (including relating to the Curriculum for Wales and additional learning needs (ALN) reforms) are rolled out and embedded?
 
	Agree
	
	Disagree
	☐ 
	Neither agree nor disagree
	☐ 



Supporting comments

	The Council welcomes the Welsh Government’s proposal to provide an additional professional learning INSET day each year, for the following three academic years. We believe that the professional learning opportunities that will be facilitated through these additional INSET days could play an important role in helping the school workforce to adapt to the specific challenges, acknowledged within the consultation document, relating to the new curriculum, ALN reforms and equity in education. 

The need for additional professional learning is particularly pertinent given the extensive challenges that have been experienced by schools since the beginning of the COVID-19 pandemic. These challenges are discussed within the consultation document and have also been regularly brought to the attention of EWC officers, by registrants, Council members and other stakeholders, since the beginning of the pandemic (including within the 2021 National Education Workforce Survey).

In supporting the proposal for additional INSET days, we are particularly pleased to note that this additional professional learning provision is to be made available to all practitioners who are engaged in supporting learners in the classroom – both teachers and learning support workers. We would, however, also highlight the importance of including (wherever practicably possible) the supply workforce (teachers and learning support workers) in professional learning activities such as these INSET days. This will help to ensure that all members of the workforce, regardless of their roles, are able to engage with professional learning that helps them to improve their skills and knowledge in order to better support learners and colleagues. 







Question 2 – Do you agree that we should provide flexibility to schools on the timing of the additional INSET day to be taken during the 2022 to 2023, 2023 to 2024 and 2024 to 2025 academic years? If not, please provide details in the supporting comments section.

	Agree
	
	Disagree
	☐ 
	Neither agree nor disagree
	☐ 



Supporting comments

	
The Council agrees that it is appropriate for schools to be able to determine the timing of the additional INSET days, in order to meet their specific requirements. However, we would encourage the Welsh Government, Local Authorities and schools to communicate effectively with parents and learners (at their earliest convenience) in order to ensure that the rationale for INSET days is understood and to minimise disruption and inconvenience that may be caused.




Question 3 – Do you agree that it should be mandated that any additional INSET day is used wholly or mainly to deliver professional learning to support our key priorities of implementing the Curriculum for Wales and ALN reforms, and ensuring equity in our education system? If not, please provide further details in the supporting comments section. 

	Agree
	
	Disagree
	☐ 
	Neither agree nor disagree
	☐ 



Supporting comments

	The Council agrees with the proposed approach of providing additional INSET days for the specific purposes of supporting the implementation of Curriculum for Wales, ALN reforms and ensuring equity in the education system.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Notwithstanding the comments that we have made in relation to questions one and two, regarding the differing priorities that individual schools will have for these days, the Council  believes that will be essential for the Welsh Government to ensure that the professional learning that is provided is of high quality and that standards of provision are consistent across Wales. We therefore urge the Welsh Government to work closely with the regional consortia and others who will be involved in delivery, in order to ensure that schools are able to access support, knowledge and expertise that meets their specific needs. The Welsh Government may also wish to consider whether it may be beneficial for there to be some mandatory content included, perhaps reflecting particular issues or concerns that may be identified as requiring particular attention as the new curriculum is introduced.  

More generally, the Council advocates that there must be clear lines of communication between government, regional consortia, local authorities and schools in both the narrative and content of professional learning support on the new curriculum. This should include an opportunity for practitioners to feedback to government about effectiveness and progress. 





Question 4 – We would like to know your views on the effects that an additional national professional learning INSET day would have on the Welsh language, specifically on opportunities for people to use Welsh and on treating the Welsh language no less favourably than English.
 
What effects do you think there would be? How could positive effects be increased, or negative effects be mitigated? 

Supporting comments

	No comments






Question 5 – Please also explain how you believe the proposed policy could be formulated or changed so as to have positive effects or increased positive effects on opportunities for people to use the Welsh language and on treating the Welsh language no less favourably than the English language, and no adverse effects on opportunities for people to use the Welsh language and on treating the Welsh language no less favourably than the English language. 
 
Supporting comments

	The development of professional learning with a specific focus on the Welsh language (relating to the identified themes for the proposed INSET days of the new curriculum, ALN reforms and equity) could help to enhance provision of opportunities to increase learners’ use of and confidence in Welsh.





Question 6 – We have asked a number of specific questions. If you have any related issues which we have not specifically addressed, please use this space to report them:

Supporting comments

	





	Responses to consultations are likely to be made public, on the internet or in a report. If you would prefer your response to remain anonymous, please tick here:
	☐
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